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FORGIVENESS
“How to Bless an Enemy”
January 30, 2022 9:00 a.m.
One of the most challenging things to do is bless those who intend to do us harm. However,
blessing our enemies can be one of the most practical ways to turn enemies into friends – or
at the very least, turn enemies into innocuous acquaintances. This week, we will consider
steps one can take to disarm our enemies by blessing them.
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P: Pastor

C:

Congregation

A:

Assistant Minister

ORDER OF WORSHIP
GATHERING WORSHIP MUSIC
“Songs of Thankfulness and Praise”

Michael Burkhardt

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
(Please kneel as you are able during a time of silence for reflection and self-examination.)
P: Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, who creates us, redeems us, and calls us by name.
C: Amen.
P: Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.
Silence is kept for reflection.
P: Most merciful God,
C: we confess that we have sinned against you and your beloved children. We have turned
our faces away from your glory when it did not appear as we expected. We have rejected
your word when it made us confront ourselves. We have failed to show hospitality to those
you called us to welcome. Accept our repentance for the things we have done and the
things we have left undone. For the sake of Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us
and lead us, that we may bathe in the glory of your Son born among us, and reflect your
love for all creation. Amen.
P: Rejoice in this good news: In ☩ Christ Jesus, your sins are forgiven. You are descendants of
the Most High, adopted into the household of Christ, and inheritors of eternal life. Live as freed
and forgiven children of God.
C: Amen.
(Please stand as you are able.)
THE GREETING
P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be
with you all.
C: And also with you.
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GATHERING HYMN
1

“Dearest Jesus, at Your Word”
Dearest Jesus, at your word
we have come again to hear you;
let our thoughts and hearts be stirred
and in glowing faith be near you
as the promises here given
draw us wholly up to heaven.

2

All our knowledge, sense, and sight
lie in deepest darkness shrouded
till your Spirit breaks the night,
filling us with light unclouded.
All good thoughts and all good living
come but by your gracious giving.

4

Father, Son, and Holy Ghost,
praise to you and adoration!
Grant us what we need the most:
all your gospel's consolation
while we here on earth await you,
till in heav'n with praise we greet you.
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PRAYER OF THE DAY
P: Let us pray. Almighty and ever-living God, increase in us the gifts of faith, hope, and love; and
that we may obtain what you promise, make us love what you command, through your Son,
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
C: Amen.
BEAUTIFUL SAVIOR MISSION STATEMENT
P: Although as individuals we are unique in many and various ways, we gather as a congregation
for a common mission.
C: In Jesus’s name, we:
Bring Glory to God through fulfilling worship,
Serve God’s people, both within our congregation and without,
Learn about the Lord’s will for us through sharing and teaching, and
Connect within our membership and reach out to connect with others.
(Please be seated.)
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“Total Devotion”
Frances Havergal/Thomas Grassi
Clarinet: Marilyn Lochner
Take my life and let it be consecrated, Lord, to thee.
Take my moments and my days, let them flow in endless praise.
Take my hands, take my feet, take my voice, and let me sing.
Always for my King, only for my King.

CHORAL ANTHEM

Take my silver and my gold, not a mite would I withhold.
Take my will and make it thine, it shall be no longer mine.
Take my heart it is thine own, it shall be thy royal throne.
Take this love I pour, at thy feet of Lord.
Take my life and let it be, only all for thee.
Take my life, I will ever be all for thee.
WORSHIP THEME PROVERB
Proverbs 17:9
Kelly Biebelhausen
A: Together, let us recite Proverbs 17:9:
C: One who forgives an affront fosters friendship, but one who dwells on disputes will
alienate a friend.
INTRODUCTION TO THE READING
READING
Jeremiah 31:31-34
A: The reading is from the book of Jeremiah, the thirty-first chapter.
31
The days are surely coming, says the Lord, when I will make a new covenant with the house of
Israel and the house of Judah. 32 It will not be like the covenant that I made with their ancestors
when I took them by the hand to bring them out of the land of Egypt—a covenant that they broke,
though I was their husband, says the Lord. 33 But this is the covenant that I will make with the house
of Israel after those days, says the Lord: I will put my law within them, and I will write it on their
hearts; and I will be their God, and they shall be my people. 34 No longer shall they teach one
another, or say to each other, “Know the Lord,” for they shall all know me, from the least of them
to the greatest, says the Lord; for I will forgive their iniquity, and remember their sin no more.
A: The word of the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.
(Please stand as you are able.)
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“Joyful, Joyful We Adore Thee”

GOSPEL VERSE
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Thou art giving and forgiving, ever blessing, ever blest,
wellspring of the joy of living, ocean-depth of happy rest!
Thou our Father, Christ our brother, all who live in love are thine;
teach us how to love each other, lift us to the joy divine!

GOSPEL
Matthew 5:43-48
P: The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the fifth chapter.
C: Glory to you, O Lord.
[Jesus said,] 43 “You have heard that it was said, ‘You shall love your neighbor and hate your
enemy.’ 44 But I say to you, Love your enemies and pray for those who persecute you, 45 so that you
may be children of your Father in heaven; for he makes his sun rise on the evil and on the good,
and sends rain on the righteous and on the unrighteous. 46 For if you love those who love you, what
reward do you have? Do not even the tax collectors do the same? 47 And if you greet only your
brothers and sisters, what more are you doing than others? Do not even the Gentiles do the
same? 48 Be perfect, therefore, as your heavenly Father is perfect.”
P: The Gospel of the Lord
C: Praise to you, O Christ.
(Please be seated.)
CHILDREN’S MESSAGE

Karyn Parker, Interim Children’s Ministries Coordinator

SERMON

The Rev. Dr. Niklaus C. Schillack, Senior Pastor
“How to Bless an Enemy”

(Please stand as you are able.)
HYMN OF THE DAY

“Great God, Your Love Has Called Us”
1 Great God, your love has called us here
as we, by love, for love were made.
Your living likeness still we bear,
though marred, dishonored, disobeyed.
We come, with all our heart and mind
your call to hear, your love to find.
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2

We come with self-inflicted pains
of broken trust and chosen wrong,
half-free, half-bound by inner chains,
by social forces swept along,
by powers and systems close confined
yet seeking hope for humankind.

3

Great God, in Christ you call our name
and then receive us as your own
not through some merit, right, or claim,
but by your gracious love alone.
We strain to glimpse your mercy seat
and find you kneeling at our feet.

5

Great God, in Christ you set us free
your life to live, your joy to share.
Give us your Spirit's liberty
to turn from guilt and dull despair,
and offer all that faith can do
while love is making all things new.

PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH
P: The Spirit of the Lord is poured out upon us in abundance; so we are bold to pray for the church,
the world, and all that God has made.
A brief silence.
P: Guide your church in the ways of faith, hope, and love. Cultivate ministries and communities
of compassion that bear witness to your enduring presence among us. God of grace,
C: hear our prayer.
P: Teach us to live in humility on the earth. Curb arrogance that leads to destruction of natural
resources and disregard for future generations. Inspire the work of scientists who urge us to
live in harmony with your creation. God of grace,
C: hear our prayer.
P: You are the refuge of all who seek hope and freedom. Accompany immigrants, refugees, and
asylum seekers who cross borders to find safety and opportunity. Embolden leaders to draft
compassionate policies on behalf of migrants and those who assist them. God of grace,
C: hear our prayer.
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P: Love bears, believes, hopes, and endures all things. Comfort with your love all who are lonely,
fearful, or brokenhearted. Sustain the hope of all those who suffer in body or spirit (especially).
God of grace,
C: hear our prayer.
P: Your grace falls upon young and old alike. Bless the gifts of children in this congregation and
in this community. Inspire us with their laughter, their insight, and their curiosity. God of grace,
C: hear our prayer.
P: We praise you for those who have gone before us and now see you face to face (especially).
Abide with us in this mortal life until we rest in the arms of your never-ending love. God of
grace,
C: hear our prayer.

P: Since we have such great hope in your promises, O God, we lift these and all of our prayers to
you in confidence and faith; through Jesus Christ our Savior.
C: Amen.
(Please be seated.)
STEWARDSHIP READING
2 Corinthians 8:1-2
We want you to know, brothers and sisters, about the grace of God that has been granted to the
churches of Macedonia; for during a severe ordeal of affliction, their abundant joy and their extreme
poverty have overflowed in a wealth of generosity on their part.
OFFERING

“Sonata in D Major”

Domenico Scarlatti

(Please stand as you are able.)
OFFERING PRAYER
P: Together, let us pray:
C: Blessed are you, O God, Sovereign of the universe. You offer us new beginnings and guide
us on our journey. Lead us to your table, nourish us with this heavenly food, and prepare
us to carry your love to a hungry world, in the name of Christ our light. Amen.
THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE
P: In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke it,
and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for
the remembrance of me. Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all
to drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for
the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me.
C: Amen.
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THE LORD’S PRAYER
P: Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray...
C: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be
done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our
trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever
and ever. Amen.
(Please be seated.)

What is Holy Communion?
Holy Communion is a meal instituted by Jesus Christ that involves the receiving
of God’s forgiveness in a tangible form – we receive Jesus’s life-giving body and
blood in the presence of bread and wine (or grape juice). The meal is a time of
remembrance and celebration.
Who can take part?
Holy Communion is something that not one of us has earned, so we receive it as
God’s free gift of life. The Church traditionally recommends that people be
baptized before taking part, but all that is required is simply a heart that believes
in Jesus Christ. If a person of any age wishes to be baptized, please let us know.
How does Holy Communion take place?
If you wish to take part, come forward as directed by the ushers. You will receive
the wafer from the Pastor and the wine/grape juice from the communion assistant.
If you wish to come forward for a blessing only, please cross your arms across
your chest. You may also remain seated if you so wish.

HOLY COMMUNION

“Sicilienne”

J. S. Bach

POST HOLY COMMUNION BLESSING
P: May the Body and Blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace.
C: Amen.
(Please stand as you are able.)
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PRAYER AFTER HOLY COMMUNION
P: Together let us pray:
C: We give you thanks, gracious God, for we have feasted on the abundance of your house.
Send us to bring good news and to proclaim your favor to all, strengthened with the
richness of your grace in your Son, Jesus Christ. Amen.
BLESSING
P: May God, who leads you in pathways of righteousness, who rejoices over you, and who calls
you by name, ☩ bless your going out and your coming in, today and forever.
C: Amen.
SENDING HYMN

“Arise, Your Light Has Come!”
1 Arise, your light has come!
The Spirit's call obey;
show forth the glory of your God
which shines on you today.
2

Arise, your light has come!
Fling wide the prison door;
proclaim the captive's liberty,
good tidings to the poor.

3

Arise, your light has come!
All you in sorrow born,
bind up the brokenhearted ones
and comfort those who mourn.

4

Arise, your light has come!
The mountains burst in song!
Rise up like eagles on the wing,
God's pow'r will make us strong.

ELW 314

DISMISSAL
P: Go in peace and serve the Lord.
C: We will! Thanks be to God!
P: And next time …
C: … we’ll invite a friend!
POSTLUDE

“Little Prelude and Fugue in G Major”
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J. S. Bach

We thank you for worshiping with us today.
We hope to worship with you again in the near future!
Many thanks to all those on our tech team
for making this livestream service possible.

HELPFUL INFORMATION
WORSHIP OPPORTUNITIES – The 9:00 & 11:15 a.m. worship services will be livestreamed
through our website and YouTube pages. People can gather with us in the Sanctuary at 9 a.m. to
worship in a more traditional style in person. We offer a more contemporary style worship service
at 11:15 a.m. People can also worship in their homes with the livestream at 9 or 11:15 a.m., as well
as access the recording of either service any time after worship concludes.
SERVING NEXT MONTH
Readers
February 6
Lori Calbeck
February 13
Jay Herbst
February 20
Lisa Wade
February 27
Wayne Geik
Ushers
February 6
February 13
February 20
February 27

Mike and Steve Gonda
TBD
Bob Hoffman and Bob Shaw
Bryant Wade and Bob Shaw

PowerPoint
February 6
February 13
February 20
February 27

Tim Jehowski
Craig Fitzgerald
Chuck Biebelhausen
Nancy Geik

Parts of liturgy from Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright © 2019 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission
under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #SAS021097.
New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ
in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved.
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STAFF MEMBERS
The Rev. Dr. Niklaus C. Schillack
Senior Pastor
prnik@bslcmi.org

The Rev. Dr. Philip Hemke, Pastor Emeritus
Pastor for Care Ministries
care@bslcmi.org

Helen Blicharz
Office Manager
office@bslcmi.org

Julie Steinmayer
Minister of Music
jsteinmayer@bslcmi.org

Wade Jehowski
Interim Student Ministries Coordinator
Beautifulyouth@bslcmi.org

Karyn Parker
Interim Children’s Ministries Coordinator
Beautifulkids@bslcmi.org
“

Beth Jamieson
Bookkeeper
bookkeeper@bslcmi.org

Chris Ford
Sound Technician
cford@bslcmi.org

Dave Eicher
Worship Technology Coordinator
worshiptech@bslcmi.org

Alan Sidock
Custodian

John Wenskay
Property Caretaker
COUNCIL MEMBERS
Roxanne Wenskay, President
wenskay@aol.com

Kristin Albani, Vice President
kristinalbani@gmail.com

Mike Cunningham, Secretary
Vumike_21@yahoo.com

Tom Barlow
tebarlow@comcast.net

Shelley Beck
Beckfab4@yahoo.com

Cheryl Gonda
Ce.gonda@gmail.com

Bob Hoffman
bobbymsue@sbcglobal.net

Cheryl Jehowski
cmjehowski@gmail.com

Kathy Moede
kjmoede@sbcglobal.net
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