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Welcome to Beautiful Savior Lutheran Church 
 

5631 N Adams Road 
Bloomfield Hills, MI 48304 

Phone: 248.646.5041   
Website: www.blscmi.org 

 

Sunday Worship Schedule  
9:00 – Traditional 

11:15 – Contemporary style 
3rd Sunday of the month at 10:15— 
Service of the Word for Wholeness  

How Do We Know It’s True? 
“People Are Transformed Today” 

9:00—May 5, 2024  
The popular axiom that “you can’t teach an old dog new tricks” does not apply to how God 

can and does change followers of Jesus for the better, either through a slow process of 

growth, or through dramatic leaps and bounds. We know the story of Jesus is true, since 

God is still changing people in Jesus’s name today, 2,000 years after Jesus walked the 

Earth. 

ORDER OF WORSHIP 
Flowers given in honor of Tim & Ann Hussar 50th Anniversary 

 

GATHERING WORSHIP MUSIC  “When Morning Gilds the Sky”  Dale Wood 
 

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

P:  Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, who writes the law on our hearts, who draws 

all people together through Jesus. 

C: Amen.  

P:  Held in God’s mercy, let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 
 

Silence is kept for reflection. 
 

P: Holy God, 

C: we confess that we are caught in snares of sin and cannot break free. We hoard 

resources while our neighbors are hungry and cold. We speak in ways that silence 

others. We are silent when we should speak up. We keep score in our hearts. We 

let hurts grow into hatred. For all these things and for sins only you know, forgive 

us, Lord. Amen. 

P: Here is a flood of grace: Out of love for the whole world, God draws near to us, breaks 

every snare of sin, washes away our wrongs, and restores the promise of life 

through ☩ Jesus Christ. 

C: Amen. 

http://www.blscmi.org/
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GATHERING HYMN       “Crown Him with Many Crowns” v. 1, 4 ELW 855 
 

1 Crown him with many crowns, 

 the Lamb upon his throne; 

 hark, how the heav'nly anthem drowns 

 all music but its own. 

 Awake, my soul, and sing 

 of him who died for thee, 

 and hail him as thy matchless king 

 through all eternity. 
 

4 Crown him the Lord of life, 

     who triumphed o'er the grave 

    and rose victorious in the strife 

    for those he came to save. 

    His glories now we sing, 

    who died and rose on high, 

    who died, eternal life to bring, 

    and lives that death may die. 
 

THE GREETING 
 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 
P: Let us pray. Holy and righteous God, you are the author of life, and you adopt us to be 

your children. Fill us with your words of life, that we may live as witnesses to the 

resurrection of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with 

you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C: Amen. 
 

BEAUTIFUL SAVIOR MISSION STATEMENT   
 

MISSION MOMENT  Community Art Mother’s Day Event  Helen Blicharz video 
 

CHORAL ANTHEM “In Christ Alone”    Mark Hayes 

Accompanist: Joe Walters 
 

MEMORY VERSE  1 Peter 3:15b-16a Janet Gehrke 

A:  Together, let us recite the memory verse:  

C: “Always be ready to make your defense to anyone who demands from you an 

account of the hope that is in you; yet do it with gentleness and reverence.” 
 

FIRST READING Acts 3:12-19  

A:  The first reading according to Acts, the third chapter. 
 

12 When Peter saw it, he addressed the people, “You Israelites, why do you wonder at this, 

or why do you stare at us, as though by our own power or piety we had made him 

walk? 13The God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob, the God of our 

ancestors has glorified his servant Jesus, whom you handed over and rejected in the 

presence of Pilate, though he had decided to release him. 14 But you rejected the Holy and 

Righteous One and asked to have a murderer given to you, 15 and you killed the Author of 

life, whom God raised from the dead. To this we are witnesses. 16 And by faith in his name, 

his name itself has made this man strong, whom you see and know; and the faith that is 
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through Jesus has given him this perfect health in the presence of all of you. 17 And now, 

friends, I know that you acted in ignorance, as did also your rulers. 18 In this way God 

fulfilled what he had foretold through all the prophets, that his Messiah would 

suffer. 19Repent therefore, and turn to God so that your sins may be wiped out.” 
 

A:  The word of the Lord. 

C: Thanks be to God. 
 

SECOND READING 1 John 3:1-7 

A:  The second reading according to the first book of John, the third chapter. 
 

See what love the Father has given us, that we should be called children of God; and that 

is what we are. The reason the world does not know us is that it did not know him. 2 

Beloved, we are God’s children now; what we will be has not yet been revealed. What we 

do know is this: when he is revealed, we will be like him, for we will see him as he is. 3 

And all who have this hope in him purify themselves, just as he is pure. 4 Everyone who 

commits sin is guilty of lawlessness; sin is lawlessness. 5 You know that he was revealed 

to take away sins, and in him there is no sin. 6 No one who abides in him sins; no one who 

sins has either seen him or known him. 7 Little children, let no one deceive you. Everyone 

who does what is right is righteous, just as he is righteous. 
 

A:  The word of the Lord. 

C: Thanks be to God. 
 

GOSPEL VERSE     

 

GOSPEL Luke 19:1-10  

P:  The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the nineteenth chapter. 

C: Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

He entered Jericho and was passing through it. 2 A man was there named Zacchaeus; he 

was a chief tax-collector and was rich. 3 He was trying to see who Jesus was, but on account 

of the crowd he could not, because he was short in stature. 4 So he ran ahead and climbed 

a sycamore tree to see him, because he was going to pass that way. 5 When Jesus came to 

the place, he looked up and said to him, “Zacchaeus, hurry and come down; for I must stay 

at your house today.” 6 So he hurried down and was happy to welcome him. 7 All who saw 

it began to grumble and said, “He has gone to be the guest of one who is a 

sinner.” 8Zacchaeus stood there and said to the Lord, “Look, half of my possessions, Lord, 
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I will give to the poor; and if I have defrauded anyone of anything, I will pay back four 

times as much.” 9 Then Jesus said to him, “Today salvation has come to this house, because 

he too is a son of Abraham. 10 For the Son of Man came to seek out and to save the lost.” 

P:  The Gospel of the Lord. 

C: Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE Karyn Parker, Children’s Worship Coordinator 
 

SERMON                                                The Rev. Dr. Niklaus C. Schillack, Senior Pastor 
 

HYMN OF THE DAY  “We Walk By Faith” v. 1-4  ELW 635 
 

1 We walk by faith and not by sight; 

 with gracious words draw near, 

 O Christ, who spoke as none e'er spoke: 

 "My peace be with you here." 
 

2 We may not touch your hands and side, 

 nor follow where you trod; 

      but in your promise we rejoice, 

      and cry, "My Lord and God!" 
 

3 Help then, O Lord, our unbelief; 

 and may our faith abound 

 to call on you when you are near 

 and seek where you are found: 

4   For you, O resurrected Lord, 

 are found in means divine: 

 beneath the water and the word, 

 beneath the bread and wine. 
 

 

CELEBRATION OF GRADUATES - VIDEOS 

Max Tognetti and Annika Schiefer 
 

PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH  Janet Gehrke 

A: Rejoicing that Jesus is risen and love has triumphed over fear, let us pray for the church, 

the world, and all those in need of good news. 
 

A brief silence.  
 

A: Your Holy Spirit falls upon all who hear the word. Fill your church with the gifts of 

your Spirit and give understanding hearts to those who strengthen our commitments 

with our ecumenical and interreligious partners. God of grace, 

C: hear our prayer. 
 

A: You speak and the face of the earth is renewed. Revive your creation, that habitats and 

every kind of living thing might flourish. Protect endangered species and help us to 

care for all your creatures. God of grace, 

C: hear our prayer. 
 

A: Your world is divided and the nations rage. Grant wisdom and vision to world leaders, 

that they may seek justice, peace, and the good of all. Strengthen international 

partnerships and cooperation. God of grace, 

C: hear our prayer. 
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A: Your children are in need. Comfort all those who suffer, especially those afflicted by 

anxiety, depression, and mental illness. Help us to be conduits of your love in our care 

for one another and all in need of healing (especially those we now name aloud or in 

the quiet of our hearts). God of grace, 

C: hear our prayer. 
 

A: Your work is done in this place with our hands. Bless the ministries of this 

congregation, that we may embody your love for the world. Inspire those who plan and 

lead worship, council members, committee members, and volunteers. God of grace, 

C: hear our prayer. 
 

A: Your blessed saints now rest in you. Give us thankful hearts for those who have gone 

before us (especially those we now name aloud or in the quiet of our hearts). At the 

last, bring us all together around your heavenly banquet table. God of grace, 

C: hear our prayer. 
 

A: Into your hands, most merciful God, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in 

your abiding love; through Jesus Christ, our resurrected and living Lord. 

C: Amen.  
 

STEWARDSHIP READING Matthew 6:19-21 

Jesus said, "Do not store up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moth and rust consume 

and where thieves break in and steal; but store up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where 

neither moth nor rust consumes and where thieves do not break in and steal. For where 

your treasure is, there your heart will be also." 
 

OFFERING “Sing Praise to God Who Reigns Above” Barry L Bobb 
 

OFFERING PRAYER 

P:   Let us pray. Risen One, you call us to believe and bear fruit. May the gifts that we offer 

here be signs of your abiding love. Form us to be your witnesses in the world, through 

Jesus Christ, our true vine. 

C: Amen 
 

THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 
 

LORD’S PRAYER 
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FIRST COMMUNION 

This morning is extra special for several of our young members – they will receive their 

first communion after having received formal instruction. Please allow our young 

members, along with their families, to commune first. Receiving their first communion this 

morning are: 
 

Ellen Marie Brinker, Jackson Matthew Brinker, Madeline Rae Skridulis, Paul Case Luck, 

Elizabeth Ann Luck, Sadie Jae Stepanian-Bennett and Daniel Clive Avery 
 

HOLY COMMUNION “Let Us Break Bread Together” Raymond H. Haan 

 “Lord, Whose Love in Humble Service” A. D. Miller 
 

POST HOLY COMMUNION BLESSING 

 

PRAYER AFTER HOLY COMMUNION 

P: Together let us pray:  

C:  Shepherding God, you have prepared a table before us and nourished us with your 

love. Send us forth   from this banquet to proclaim your goodness and share the 

abundant mercy of Jesus, our redeemer and friend. Amen. 
 

BLESSING 
 

SENDING HYMN  “Thine the Amen” v. 1, 3 ELW 826  

1 Thine the amen thine the praise 

     alleluias angels raise 

     thine the everlasting head 

     thine the breaking of the bread 

     thine the glory thine the story 

    thine the harvest then the cup 

    thine the vineyard then the cup 

    is lifted up lifted up. 
 

3   Thine the truly thine the yes 

      thine the table we the guest 

      thine the mercy all from thee 

     thine the glory yet to be 

      then the ringing and the singing 

   then the end of all the war 

   thine the living thine the loving 

   evermore evermore. 
 

DISMISSAL   
                        

POSTLUDE  Allegro from “Brandenburg Concerto No. 6”      J. S. Bach 

From the Linda Bauer Memorial Music Library 
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