Welcome to Beautiful Savior Lutheran Church

5631 N Adams Road Sunday Worship Schedule
Bloomfield Hills, MI 48304 9:00 - Traditional
Phone: 248.646.5041 11:15 - Contemporary style
Website: www.bslcmi.org 3rd Sunday of the month at 10:15—

Service of the Word for Wholeness

Questions Jesus Asked: “Whom Will You Love?”
9:00—October 18, 2026

Jesus’s call to love reaches beyond people who are easy to understand, easy to agree with,
or easy to forgive. His question invites us into the difficult and grace-filled work of mercy,
empathy, dignity, and compassion. This week gives us an opportunity to consider how
God’s mercy toward us can reshape the way we see and love others.

ORDER OF WORSHIP
Flowers Given in Loving Memory of Amy Kathryn Wiese and Don Booth
GATHERING WORSHIP MUSIC “Be Thou My Vision™ David Lasky
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS Pastor Niklaus
MISSION MOMENT “Strategic Planning” Ted George
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS Pastor Diane

P: Blessed be the holy Trinity, + one God, who pours love into our hearts and healing
upon the earth.

C: Amen.

P: Confident that God justifies us by grace through faith, let us confess our sin.

Silence is kept for reflection.

P: Compassionate God,

C: we confess that we struggle to embody your goodness in the world and in our own
hearts. Jealousy and bitterness strain our relationships. Divisions disrupt your call
to show genuine love to others. Turn our hearts back to you. Restore our world
and reconcile us to one another. Renew us to live as your holy people, following
the way of Jesus Christ. Amen.

P: Hear this good news: We have peace with God through =+ Jesus Christ, in whom there
is no condemnation, but only forgiveness and the promise of eternal life. Receive freely
this healing gift of grace.

C: Amen.


http://www.bslcmi.org/

GATHERING HYMN “All Are Welcome” ELW 641
1 Let us build a house where love can dwell 3 Let us build a house where love 1s found

and all can safely live, in water, wine and wheat:

a place where saints and children tell a banquet hall on holy ground

how hearts learn to forgive. where peace and justice meet.

Built of hopes and dreams and visions, Here the love of God, through Jesus,

rock of faith and vault of grace; is revealed in time and space;

here the love of Christ shall end divisions:  as we share in Christ the feast that frees us:

All are welcome, all are welcome, All are welcome, all are welcome,

all are welcome in this place. all are welcome in this place.
THE GREETING Pastor Diane
PRAYER OF THE DAY

P: Let us pray. Sovereign God, raise your throne in our hearts. Created by you, let us live
in your image; created for you, let us act for your glory; redeemed by you, let us give
you what is yours, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

C: Amen.

SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM
Nyla SueAnn Calbeck

Nyla SueAnn’s parents, Mark and Candace (Williams) Calbeck
bring their daughter forward for the sacrament of baptism.
Nyla SueAnn’s sponsors are Aerika Loyd and Sean Wokznicki.

PRESENTATION

P: God, who is rich in mercy and love, gives us a new birth into a living hope through the
sacrament of baptism. By water and the Word God delivers us from sin and death and
raises us to new life in Jesus Christ. We are united with all the baptized in the one body
of Christ, anointed with the gift of the Holy Spirit, and joined in God’s mission for the
life of the world.

Aerika and Sean: We present Nyla SueAnn for baptism.

P: Called by the Holy Spirit, trusting in the grace and love of God, do you desire to have
your child baptized into Christ?

Mark and Candace: We do.
P: As you bring your child to receive the gift of baptism, you are entrusted with
responsibilities: to live with her among God’s faithful people, bring her to the word of

God and the holy supper, teach her the Lord’s Prayer, the Creed, and the Ten
Commandments, place in her hands the holy scriptures, and nurture her in faith and
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prayer, so that she may learn to trust God, proclaim Christ through word and deed, care
for others and the world God made, and work for justice and peace. Do you promise to
help her grow in the Christian faith and life?

Mark and Candace: We do.

P: Sponsors, do you promise to nurture Nyla SueAnn in the Christian faith as you are
empowered by God’s Spirit, and to help her live in the covenant of baptism and in
communion with the church?

Aerika and Sean: We do.

P: People of God, do you promise to support Nyla SueAnn and pray for her in her new
life in Christ?
C: We do.

PROFESSION OF FAITH

P: I ask you to profess your faith in Christ Jesus, reject sin, and confess the faith of the
church. Do you renounce the devil and all the forces that defy God, the powers of this
world that rebel against God, and the ways of sin that draw you from God?

I renounce them.

Do you believe in God the Father?
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.

Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of God?

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. He was conceived by the power
of the Holy Spirit and born of the virgin Mary. He suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried. He descended into hell. On the third day he
rose again. He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again to judge the living and the dead.

P: Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit?
C: I Dbelieve in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints, the
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.

THANKSGIVING AT THE FONT
P: The Lord be with you.
: And also with you.

C

P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
C: Itis right to give our thanks and praise.
P

: We give you thanks, O God, for in the beginning your Spirit moved over the waters,
and by your Word you created the world, calling forth life in which you took delight.
Through the waters of the flood you delivered Noah and his family, and through the
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sea you led your people Israel from slavery into freedom. At the river your Son was
baptized by John and anointed with the Holy Spirit. By the baptism of Jesus’s death
and resurrection you set us free from the power of sin and death and raise us up to live
in you.
Pour out your Holy Spirit, the power of your living Word, that this child who is washed
in the waters of baptism may be given new life. To you be given honor and praise
through Jesus Christ our Lord, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, now and forever.

C: Amen.

BAPTISM

P: Nyla SueAnn, I baptize you in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy
Spirit.

C: Amen.

LAYING ON OF HANDS

P: Let us pray. We give you thanks, O God, that through water and the Holy Spirit you
give your child new birth, cleanse her from sin, and raise her to eternal life. Sustain
Nyla SueAnn with the gift of your Holy Spirit: the spirit of wisdom and understanding,
the spirit of counsel and might, the spirit of knowledge and the fear of the Lord, the
spirit of joy in your presence, both now and forever.

C: Amen.

ANOINTING

P: Nyla SueAnn, child of God, you have been sealed by the Holy Spirit and marked with
the cross of Christ forever.

C: Amen.

WELCOME
A lighted candle is given to Aerika and Sean:

P: Let your light so shine before others that they may see your good works and glorify
your Father in heaven.
: Amen.

Let us welcome our newly baptized sister.

: We welcome you into the body of Christ and into the mission we share: join us in
giving thanks and praise to God and bearing God’s creative and redeeming word
to all the world.

BEAUTIFUL SAVIOR MISSION STATEMENT
P: Although as individuals we are unique in many and various ways, we gather as a
congregation for a common mission.
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C: Beautiful Savior is a biblically grounded community who unites to follow and
share the way of Jesus.

CHORAL ANTHEM “Tapestry of Love” Pepper Choplin

MEMORY VERSE Proverbs 3:13-14 Louise Green

A: Together, let us recite the memory verse:

C: Happy are those who find wisdom, and those who get understanding, for her
income is better than silver, and her revenue better than gold.

INTRODUCTION TO THE READING

READING Leviticus 19:9-18

A: The reading according to Leviticus, the nineteenth chapter.

?“When you reap the harvest of your land, you shall not reap to the very edges of your
field or gather the gleanings of your harvest. ' You shall not strip your vineyard bare or
gather the fallen grapes of your vineyard; you shall leave them for the poor and the alien:
I am the Lord your God. ' “You shall not steal; you shall not deal falsely; and you shall
not lie to one another. ' And you shall not swear falsely by my name, profaning the name
of your God: I am the Lord. '*“You shall not defraud your neighbor; you shall not steal;
and you shall not keep for yourself the wages of a laborer until morning. '* You shall not
revile the deaf or put a stumbling block before the blind; you shall fear your God: I am
the Lord. ' “You shall not render an unjust judgment; you shall not be partial to the poor
or defer to the great: with justice you shall judge your neighbor. !¢ You shall not go around
as a slanderer among your people, and you shall not stand idly by when the blood® of your
neighbor is at stake: I am the Lord. 7 “You shall not hate in your heart anyone of your kin;
you shall reprove your neighbor, or you will incur guilt yourself. '® You shall not take
vengeance or bear a grudge against any of your people, but you shall love your neighbor
as yourself: I am the Lord.

A: The word of the Lord.

C: Thanks be to God.

GOSPEL VERSE
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https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Leviticus%2019%3A9-18&version=NRSVUE#fen-NRSVUE-3298a

GOSPEL Luke 6:27-36 Pastor Niklaus
P: The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the sixth chapter.

C: Glory to you, O Lord.

27«But I say to you who are listening: Love your enemies; do good to those who hate
you; 28 bless those who curse you; pray for those who mistreat you. 2° If anyone strikes you
on the cheek, offer the other also, and from anyone who takes away your coat do not
withhold even your shirt. 3 Give to everyone who asks of you, and if anyone takes away
what is yours, do not ask for it back again. 3! Do to others as you would have them do to
you. ¥ “If you love those who love you, what credit is that to you? For even sinners love
those who love them. ** If you do good to those who do good to you, what credit is that to
you? For even sinners do the same. ** If you lend to those from whom you expect to receive
payment, what credit is that to you? Even sinners lend to sinners, to receive as much
again. ** Instead, love your enemies, do good, and lend, expecting nothing in return. Your
reward will be great, and you will be children of the Most High, for he himself is kind to
the ungrateful and the wicked. 3¢ Be merciful, just as your Father is merciful.

P: The Gospel of the Lord.

C: Praise to you, O Christ.

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE Karyn Parker, Children’s Ministries Coordinator
SERMON The Rev. Dr. Niklaus C. Schillack, Senior Pastor
HYMN OF THE DAY “O Christ, Your Heart Compassionate” ELW 722
1 O Christ, your heart, compassionate, 3 O Christ, create new hearts in us
bore ev'ry human pain. that beat in time with yours,
Its beating was the pulse of God; that, joined by faith with your great heart,
its breadth, God's vast domain. become love's open doors.
The heart of God, the heart of Christ We are your body, risen Christ;
combined in perfect thyme our hearts, our hands we yield
to write God's love in human deeds, that through our life and ministry
eternity in time. your love may be revealed.
PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH Louise Green
A: Seeking the Spirit of God who makes all things new, we pray for the church and the
world.

A brief silence.

A: Living and true God, you inspire us to share the message of the gospel. Give your spirit
of love to seminarians and those beginning their lives in ordained ministry. Hear us, O
God.

C: Your mercy is great.



We give you thanks for the majesty of our oceans. Protect the abundant life within them
and sustain all those who work to preserve them. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.

We seek your wisdom in all things. Direct all who hold positions of authority around
the world, that they act with compassion, seeking the good of all. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.

>Q 20 »

We pray for all people who work in dangerous or degrading environments. Grant them
safety and courage, and heal all those who are injured, sick, or suffering (especially
those we now name aloud or in the quiet of our hearts). Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

We ask your blessing on those who do the quiet, unseen work of the church. Encourage
them in their work of faith and labor of love. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.

We thank you for our ancestors who have been called home to you (especially those
we now name aloud or in the quiet of our hearts). Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.

> Q 2Q 2z Q

God who holds the future, please send your Holy Spirit to guide us in wisdom as we
work out the details of your Strategic Plan for our congregation. Give us clarity and
discernment as you lead us to find clear, measurable, and achievable yet bold objectives
to reach our long-term goals. Hear us, O God.

C: Your mercy is great.

A: Trusting in your boundless grace, O God, we lift up these spoken prayers and those in
our hearts; through Jesus Christ our Lord.

C: Amen.

STEWARDSHIP READING Proverbs 22:9 Pastor Niklaus
Those who are generous are blessed, for they share their bread with the poor.
OFFERING “There’s a Wideness in God’s Mercy” Aaron David Miller
OFFERING PRAYER Pastor Diane

P: Let us pray. God of creation, you send rain and the earth springs forth abundantly. All
blessings are from you; make us generous with what we have. Use our gifts, our
abilities, and our hearts in service to you and in love to our neighbors, today and always.

C: Amen.

THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE
LORD’S PRAYER



HOLY COMMUNION “Jesus, Priceless Treasure” J. G. Walther
POST HOLY COMMUNION BLESSING

PRAYER AFTER HOLY COMMUNION

P: Together let us pray:

C: Sustaining God, with this bread and cup, you nourish us with mercy and abundant
life. By your Spirit, send us from this table to serve a needy world. Make us living
signs of your liberation, healing, and love, following the way of Jesus, in whose
name we pray. Amen.

BLESSING
SENDING HYMN “Christ, Be Our Light” ELW 715
1 Longing for light, we wait in darkness. 5 Many the gifts, many the people,

Longing for truth, we turn to you. many the hearts that yearn to belong.

Make us your own, your holy people, Let us be servants to one another,

light for the world to see. signs of your kingdom come.

Christ, be our light! Christ, be our light!

Shine in our hearts. Shine in our hearts.

Shine through the darkness. Shine through the darkness.

Christ, be our light! Christ, be our light!

Shine in your church gathered today. Shine in your church gathered today.
DISMISSAL Pastor Niklaus
POSTLUDE “Go, My Children, with My Blessing” David Lasky

Contact Mary Reed via office@bslcmi.org
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