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Welcome to Beautiful Savior Lutheran Church 
 

5631 N Adams Road 
Bloomfield Hills, MI 48304 

Phone: 248.646.5041   
Website: www.bslcmi.org 

 

Sunday Worship Schedule  
9:00 – Traditional 

11:15 – Contemporary style 
3rd Sunday of the month at 10:15—
Service of the Word for Wholeness  

Twelve Common People 
“Nathaniel – The Genuine” 

9:00—August 24, 2025 
Jesus called twelve common people to be his first followers who did uncommon things to 

change the world. This week, we learn about Nathaniel, a man with a pure heart whose 

desire to seek the truth inspired others to do so as well.  
 

ORDER OF WORSHIP 
 

GATHERING WORSHIP MUSIC  “Amazing Grace” David Cherwien 
 

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS  
 

MISSION MOMENT “Stephen Ministry” Annette George 
 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

P: In the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

C: Amen. 

P: God of all mercy and consolation, come to the help of your people, turning us from our 

sin to live for you alone. Give us the power of your Holy Spirit that we may confess 

our sin, receive your forgiveness, and grow into the fullness of Jesus Christ, our Savior 

and Lord. 

C: Amen. 

P: Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 

C: We confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have sinned 

against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we 

have left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved 

our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on 

us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk 

in your ways, to the glory of your holy name. Amen. 

P: In the mercy of Almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his sake 

God forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the Church of Christ, 
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and by his authority, I therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, 

in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

C: Amen. 
 

GATHERING HYMN  “When Morning Gilds the Skies” v. 1, 3, 4 ELW 853 
  

1 When morning gilds the skies, 

 my heart awaking cries: 

 may Jesus Christ be praised! 

 When evening shadows fall, 

 this rings my curfew call: 

 may Jesus Christ be praised! 

3 No lovelier antiphon 

 in all high heav'n is known 

 than "Jesus Christ be praised!" 

 There to the eternal Word 

 the eternal psalm is heard: 

 oh, Jesus Christ be praised! 
 

4 Let all of humankind 

 in this their concord find: 

 may Jesus Christ be praised! 

 Let all the earth around 

 ring joyous with the sound: 

 may Jesus Christ be praised! 

 

 

 

THE GREETING 
 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 
P: Let us pray. O God, mighty and immortal, you know that as fragile creatures 

surrounded by great dangers, we cannot by ourselves stand upright. Give us strength of 

mind and body, so that even when we suffer because of human sin, we may rise 

victorious through your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

C: Amen. 
 

BEAUTIFUL SAVIOR MISSION STATEMENT 

P: Although as individuals we are unique in many and various ways, we gather as a 

congregation for a common mission. 

C: Beautiful Savior is a biblically grounded community who unites to follow and 

share the way of Jesus. 
 

MEMORY VERSE  Proverbs 3:13-14 Louise Green 

A: Together, let us recite the memory verse:  

C: Happy are those who find wisdom, and those who get understanding, for her 

income is better than silver, and her revenue better than gold. 
 

INTRODUCTION TO THE READING 
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READING Genesis 28:10-22  

A:  The reading according to Genesis, the twenty-eighth chapter. 

10 Jacob left Beer-sheba and went toward Haran. 11 He came to a certain place and stayed 

there for the night, because the sun had set. Taking one of the stones of the place, he put it 

under his head and lay down in that place. 12 And he dreamed that there was a ladder set up 

on the earth, the top of it reaching to heaven; and the angels of God were ascending and 

descending on it. 13 And the LORD stood beside him and said, “I am the LORD, the God of 

Abraham your father and the God of Isaac; the land on which you lie I will give to you and 

to your offspring; 14 and your offspring shall be like the dust of the earth, and you shall 

spread abroad to the west and to the east and to the north and to the south; and all the 

families of the earth shall be blessed in you and in your offspring. 15 Know that I am with 

you and will keep you wherever you go, and will bring you back to this land; for I will not 

leave you until I have done what I have promised you.” 16 Then Jacob woke from his sleep 

and said, “Surely the LORD is in this place—and I did not know it!” 17 And he was afraid, 

and said, “How awesome is this place! This is none other than the house of God, and this 

is the gate of heaven.” 18 So Jacob rose early in the morning, and he took the stone that he 

had put under his head and set it up for a pillar and poured oil on the top of it. 19 He called 

that place Bethel; but the name of the city was Luz at the first. 20 Then Jacob made a vow, 

saying, “If God will be with me, and will keep me in this way that I go, and will give me 

bread to eat and clothing to wear, 21 so that I come again to my father’s house in peace, 

then the LORD shall be my God, 22 and this stone, which I have set up for a pillar, shall be 

God’s house; and of all that you give me I will surely give one-tenth to you.” 

A:  The word of the Lord. 

C: Thanks be to God. 
 

GOSPEL VERSE  

 
GOSPEL John 1:43-51   

P:  The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the first chapter. 

C: Glory to you, O Lord. 
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43 The next day Jesus decided to go to Galilee. He found Philip and said to him, “Follow 

me.” 44 Now Philip was from Bethsaida, the city of Andrew and Peter. 45 Philip found 

Nathanael and said to him, “We have found him about whom Moses in the law and also 

the prophets wrote, Jesus son of Joseph from Nazareth.” 46 Nathanael said to him, “Can 

anything good come out of Nazareth?” Philip said to him, “Come and see.” 47 When Jesus 

saw Nathanael coming toward him, he said of him, “Here is truly an Israelite in whom there 

is no deceit!” 48 Nathanael asked him, “Where did you get to know me?” Jesus answered, 

“I saw you under the fig tree before Philip called you.” 49 Nathanael replied, “Rabbi, you 

are the Son of God! You are the King of Israel!” 50 Jesus answered, “Do you believe 

because I told you that I saw you under the fig tree? You will see greater things than 

these.” 51 And he said to him, “Very truly, I tell you, you will see heaven opened and the 

angels of God ascending and descending upon the Son of Man.” 

P:  The Gospel of the Lord. 

C:  Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE Michelle Luck 
  

SERMON                                               The Rev. Dr. Niklaus C. Schillack, Senior Pastor 
 

HYMN OF THE DAY    “Spirit of God, Descend Upon My Heart” v. 1, 3, 4 ELW 800 

1 Spirit of God, descend upon my heart; 

 wean it from earth, through all its pulses move; 

 stoop to my weakness, strength to me impart, 

 and make me love you as I ought to love. 
 

3 Have you not bid me love you, God and King; 

 all, all your own, soul, heart, and strength, and mind? 

 I see your cross; there teach my heart to cling. 

 Oh, let me seek you and, oh, let me find! 
 

4 Teach me to love you as your angels love, 

 one holy passion filling all my frame: 

 the baptism of the heav'n-descended dove, 

 my heart an altar, and your love the flame. 
 

APOSTLES’ CREED  

P: God has made us God’s own people through our baptism into Christ. Living together 

in trust and hope, we confess our faith: 

C: I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. I believe in 

Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. He was conceived by the power of the Holy 

Spirit and born of the virgin Mary. He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was 

crucified, died, and was buried. He descended into hell. On the third day he rose 
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again. He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He 

will come again to judge the living and the dead. I believe in the Holy Spirit, the 

holy catholic Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the 

resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 

PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH  Louise Green 

A: Let us pray for the church, the creation, and the whole people of God, for God is near.  
 

A brief silence.   
 

A: Raise up faithful leaders for your church around the world. Inspire global missionaries 

with a spirit of accompaniment, as they walk alongside our partners in the gospel in 

solidarity, interdependence, and mutuality to share the good news of Jesus. Hear us, O 

God.  

C: Your mercy is great.  
 

A: Safeguard rivers and lakes from pollution. Sustain the work of conservationists, policy 

makers, and advocacy groups seeking to protect fresh water sources. Hear us, O God.  

C: Your mercy is great.  
 

A: Bridge divisions across partisan lines. Strengthen cooperative efforts among lawmakers 

who enact policies that protect our neighbors who are most vulnerable. Teach us to love 

our collective nation more and hate our political opponents less. Hear us, O God.  

C: Your mercy is great.  
 

A: Embrace all who suffer in isolation: for those who are incarcerated or detained, those 

who are fleeing from unsafe environments, and those who are sick or homebound 

(especially those we now name aloud or in the quiet of our hearts). Reassure them of 

your care in all times and places. Hear us, O God.   

C: Your mercy is great.  
 

A: Guide the leaders of this congregation. In these late summer weeks, inspire their 

planning for a new program year ahead. Kindle in us a spirit of collaboration and 

support for their work. Hear us, O God.  

C: Your mercy is great.  
 

A: With thanksgiving, we remember the cloud of witnesses who surround us (especially 

those we now name aloud or in the quiet of our hearts). By the example of their faith, 

enable us to run with perseverance the race set before us, until that day when we join 

their unending praise. Hear us, O God.  

C: Your mercy is great.  
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A: Faithful Lord, we pray that deep and persistent prayer permeates our congregation, not 

only as we seek your will for an associate pastor, but also as we seek your vision for 

our Beautiful Savior community. Hear us, O God.  

C: Your mercy is great.  
 

A:  Confident in God’s presence and promise, we entrust our prayers to the one who always 

receives them; through Jesus Christ, our wisdom and companion.   

C:  Amen.  
 

SHARING OF THE PEACE  
 

STEWARDSHIP READING Proverbs 21:21 

Whoever pursues righteousness and kindness will find life and honor. 
 

OFFERING “Immortal, Invisible, God Only Wise” Brad Nix 

 String Bass: David Lochner 
 

OFFERING PRAYER 

P:   Let us pray. Creator God, in your wisdom you bring forth all that is good and the harvest 

is plentiful. Strengthen us at your table with these gifts of the earth and our labor, that 

we may work for the good of all; through Jesus Christ, our Savior.  

C: Amen. 
 

THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 
 

LORD’S PRAYER 
 

HOLY COMMUNION “Come, My Way, My Truth, My Life” Michael Burkhardt 
 

POST HOLY COMMUNION BLESSING 
 

PRAYER AFTER HOLY COMMUNION 

P: Together let us pray:  

C: Living One, in this feast you have made yourself known to us. Send us now to tell 

of your wonders, sing of your glory, and proclaim your risen life to a wounded 

and weary world. Amen. 
 

BLESSING 
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SENDING HYMN “Lead On, O King Eternal” ELW 805
  

1 Lead on, O King eternal! 

 The day of march has come; 

 henceforth in fields of conquest 

 your tents will be our home. 

 Through days of preparation 

 your grace has made us strong; 

 and now, O King eternal, 

 we lift our battle song. 

2 Lead on, O King eternal, 

 till sin's fierce war shall cease, 

 and holiness shall whisper 

 the sweet amen of peace; 

 for not with swords loud clashing, 

 nor roll of stirring drums, 

 but deeds of love and mercy 

 the heav'nly kingdom comes.  
 

3 Lead on, O King eternal: 

 we follow, not with fears, 

 for gladness breaks like morning 

 where'er your face appears. 

 Your cross is lifted o'er us; 

 we journey in its light; 

 the crown awaits the conquest; 

 lead on, O God of might! 

 

 

DISMISSAL 
 

POSTLUDE “Lead On, O King Eternal” Jason D. Payne 
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